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in the world. And we have a very good exam-
ple now: There is a European force in
FYROM, and this European force took the
place of a NATO force. And we discussed
about having a European force also in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, and—instead of a NATO
force. This will be also positive for the Bal-
kans.

I think it's a big mistake to believe that
the development of a European and security
policy takes place in adversity with the
United States. I think that both the United
States and us have an interest to have a
strong defense, because a strong defense in
our case will help the United States and a
strong defense of the United States helps us
also. And a good example again I'll bring is
Afghanistan. We discussed about Afghani-
stan. As you know, there is—there are Ger-
man soldiers in Afghanistan. There are
United States soldiers in Afghanistan. We
have a common policy in order to have more
peace and security in Afghanistan.

And also the question that this security
policy is a threat to anybody, I think it’s ridic-
ulous because we have a very clear policy
in these questions. If there is a confrontation,
then international law must be applied. And
the United Nations Security Council has to
decide on differences. As for example,
Greece has always said, concerning the prob-
lem of the continental shelf, it’s a—with Tur-
key, that the international court of justice has
to decide.

So the European development in concern
with defense cannot be a threat to anyone.
It's, I would say, a decisive step for peace.

President Bush. Romano.

Iran’s Clandestine Nuclear Weapons
Activities

Q. Mr. Prodi, when you discussed Iran
with President Bush, did you raise the ques-
tion of what would happen if Iran does not
comply to sign up to enhanced inspections?

President Prodi. We discussed deeply
about Iran, but I didn’t ask him what he
would do, you know. I tell my opinion.
[Laughter]

President Bush. Iran must comply. It's—
the free world expects Iran to comply. Just
leave it at that. They can

Q. And if it doesn’t?

817

President Bush. We expect them to. See,
you're assuming they won’t. We believe they
will when the free world comes together.

President Prodi. 1 tell you that the dialog
is

President Bush. And if they don’t, we’ll
deal with that when they don’t.

President Prodi. The dialog with Iran is
going on daily and deeply. And we push that
they accept all the inspections, even the
non—let’s say, planned inspections because
we have to be sure that doesn’t constitute
a danger to future peace. We have to be ab-
solutely sure.

President Bush. Yes. If the world speaks
together, they’ll comply.

Thank you all very much for coming. We
enjoyed it.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
1:20 p.m. in the East Room at the White House.
The President met with Prime Minister
Konstandinos Simitis of Greece, in his capacity
as President of the European Council, and Presi-
dent Romano Prodi of the European Commission.
In his remarks, President Prodi referred to the
Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and European Council
President Konstandinos Simitis and
European Commission President
Romano Prodi on Hydrogen
Cooperation

June 25, 2003

We affirm our commitment, on behalf of
the United States and the European Union,
to collaborate on accelerating the develop-
ment of the hydrogen economy as part of
our broadening cooperation on energy. We
aim to enhance the security of energy supply,
increase diversity of energy sources, and im-
prove local and global environmental quality.
Our cooperation will lay the technical, legal,
and commercial basis needed to accelerate
the commercial penetration and trade of
emissions-free hydrogen technology world-
wide, in cars, buildings and power genera-
tion, to secure to our citizens and our pos-
terity the abundant, secure, and clean energy
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required to sustain growth, ensure security,
and protect the environment.

In this context we see the potential of the
hydrogen economy in establishing a secure
energy supply through clean and environ-
mentally sound systems. We will seek to
build on complementarities in our research
efforts in exploring actively all technology op-
tions, including a major focus on renewable
energy sources, for boosting the develop-
ment of hydrogen energy.

We agree to:

* further the goals of sustained economic

growth;

* strengthen our cooperation to work for
universally compatible codes, standards,
and regulations;

. strengthen our cooperation on research
and development; and

» work together to foster public-private
collaboration.

This effort will enable us to leverage re-
sources; bring to bear the expertise of the
public and private sector to solve the com-
plex challenges surrounding the hydrogen
economy; establish sound, universally com-
patible codes, standards, and regulations for
hydrogen fuel utilization; and provide a
strong and broad foundation for the Inter-
national Partnership for the Hydrogen Econ-
omy and other partnerships in support of the
hydrogen economy.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and European Council
President Konstandinos Simitis and
European Commission President
Romano Prodi on the Proliferation of
Weapons of Mass Destruction
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Proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion (WMD) and their delivery systems con-
stitutes a major threat to international peace
and security. The threat is compounded by
the interest of terrorists in acquiring WMD.
This would undermine the foundations of
international order. We pledge to use all
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means available to avert WMD proliferation
and the calamities that would follow.

» We will work together to strengthen the
international system of treaties and re-
gimes against the spread of WMD. This
implies the development of new re-
gimes, as appropriate, and reinforce-
ment of existing regimes. We will pur-
sue the goal of universal membership
of relevant multilateral treaties and
agreements.

» We will seek to ensure strict implemen-
tation and compliance. We are willing
to work with all those who respect inter-
national nonproliferation norms; we are
committed to dealing effectively with
those who ignore them or cheat.

» We will support, when necessary, non-
routine inspections.

* We recognize that, if necessary, other
measures in accordance with inter-
national law may be needed to combat
proliferation.

* We will work together to deploy our
combined political and diplomatic influ-
ence most effectively in support of our
nonproliferation objectives.

* We will work together to develop fur-
ther a common assessment of global
proliferation threats.

We welcome the statement on non-
proliferation by European Union Heads of
State and Government at Thessaloniki and
the G8 Declaration of the Non-Proliferation
of Weapons of Mass Destruction. We reaf-
firm our joint commitment to relevant trea-
ties and agreements, in particular the Nu-
clear Nonproliferation Treaty. We will work
together in all areas to stop and reverse pro-
liferation.

In particular:

» We will explore ways to make the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency’s
(IAEA) Safeguards Agreements and Ad-
ditional Protocols a standard for nuclear
cooperation and nonproliferation. We
urge all States with nuclear facilities or
activities to ratify and implement these
Agreements and Protocols without
delay. Furthermore, on an urgent and
exceptional basis, taking account of the
increase in the Agency’s workload in
this area, we will support an adequate



